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Introduction to SPSS 

for Windows
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What is SPSS

• Used to stand for Statistical Package for the Social 

Sciences

• A computer application that provides statistical 

analysis of data. It allows for in-depth data access 

and preparation, analytical reporting, graphics and 

modelling. 
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Data Entry

The menu bar contains

• File

• Edit 

• View

• Data

• Transform

• Analyze

• Graphs

• Utilities

• Window

• help
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Variable View
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Align: lift, right and centre.

Measure: scale, ordinal and 

nominal
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Data Analyze Graphs
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Example:
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Nominal

Data values represent categories with no intrinsic order (e.g., job category or 

company division).

Nominal variables can be either string (alphanumeric) or numeric values that 

represent distinct categories (e.g. 1=Male, 2=Female).

Ordinal

Data values represent categories with some intrinsic order (e.g., low, medium, 

high; strongly agree, agree, disagree, strongly disagree). 

Ordinal variables can be either string (alphanumeric) or numeric values that 

represent distinct categories (e.g., 1=low, 2=medium, 3=high). 

In general, it is more reliable to use numeric codes to represent ordinal data.

Scale

Data values are numeric values on an interval or ratio scale (e.g., age, income). 

Scale variables must be numeric.

•Ordinal and nominal data types relate to qualitative variables. 

•Scale data types relate to quantitative variables.


