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What is Computer-Assisted Language 

Learning (CALL)? 
 

Using a computer to learn a language. It 
can act as a tool, to help you learn a 
particular grammar feature in the target 
language for example, or as a complete 
tutor, to help you learn all aspects of the 
target language. 

 
   CALL incorporates a number of disciplines: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Levy, 1997:72) 
 

 
 
CALL has lots of potential but often 

lacks integration into a Real Life 
Situation.       

 
 

What is Intelligent CALL (ICALL)? 
 
 

CALL 
 
 
 

CL/NLP 
 

Computational Linguistics (CL)/ Natural Language 
Processing (NLP) deals with the processing of 

human languages. Many applications have been 
developed including those which can translate 

between languages (Machine Translation), 
recognise and synthesise speech, spell and 

grammar check text and parse language. 
 

 
 
 

ICALL 
 

ICALL is a sub-field of the CALL domain, which 
specifically deals with the integration of CL/ NLP 

and Artificial Intelligence (AI) techniques into 
CALL courseware, to enhance the learning 

process.  

Real Life Situation 
Integration, integration, integration!! 

 
• It’s vital that an (I)CALL system is developed for and 

integrated into a real life situation. 
• Development needs to be learner centred, so that 

the finished product caters for the target group’s 
particular needs. 

 
Department of Education and Science are running a pilot 
project to integrate foreign language into primary schools. 
 
Evaluation – interesting points (Harris & Conway, 2002)  

• Only those schools which had the resources to 
teach a foreign language were able to take part in 
the pilot project. 

• Often the foreign language teacher was an 
external teacher. 

 
   Development of (I)CALL system – 

• Facilitate foreign language 
learning in any primary school 
with computing facilities. 

• Eliminate the need for an 
external teacher. 

• In-house teachers could revise 
their foreign language with 
their version of the 
courseware; hence having the 
linguistic ability and confidence 
to teach their own class. 

 

 
 
CALL courseware in 
use with a primary 
school class 
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